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By professional training, David is a tax lawyer but his practice is more expansive. It
focuses not only on federal, state and local tax planning and controversies, estate
and business succession planning, administration of trusts and estates, business enti-
ty formations, mergers, acquisitions and dispositions but also on securities private
placements and franchise organization and operation for franchisors and fran-
chisees. With over 35 years of business practice experience, David has been recog-
nized by The Best Lawyers in America (Tax Law, Trusts and Estates, Corporate Law
and Franchise Law), Chambers USA: America's Leading Business Lawyers
(Corporate/Commercial), Mid-South Super Lawyers (Business/Corporate Law) (also
selected as one of the top 50 lawyers in Mississippi) and has been granted the high-
est rating by Martindale-Hubbell (AV).

David helps clients by organizing, buying, selling, merging and operating business
entities, drafting a variety of sophisticated business agreements, drafting estate, trust
and business succession documents, administering trusts and estates, and structuring
real estate and a variety of business private placements of securities. In addition, he
structures franchises and represents franchisors and franchisees alike in
their business relationships. He also structures transactions in a tax efficient manner, and
represents clients before the IRS, State Tax Commission and local tax authorities in tax controversy
matters.

In professional and civic organizations, David has served as the
Chair of the Mississippi Tax Institute, Chair of the Tax Section
of The Mississippi Bar, Chair of the Taxation Committee of the
Mississippi Manufacturers Association and Past Chair of the
Community Foundation of Greater Jackson. He is a graduate of
the University of Alabama (B.A., 1966) and its School of Law

(J.D., 1970) and New York University Graduate School of
Law (LL.M. in taxation, 1971). He has been elected by
his peers as a Fellow of the American College of Tax
Counsel, the American College of Trust and Estate
Counsel and the Mississippi Bar Foundation. He is a
member of The Mississippi Bar and the American
Bar Association. In addition, David serves as the
Chair of the Business and Government Department
of the firm.

Areas of Practice: 

Federal Taxation

State Taxation

Local Taxation

Corporate Law

Trusts & Estates

Real Estate Syndication

Franchise Law

Email dgrishman@watkinsludlam.com
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